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Alfred Rowing Club 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Sunday, 7 May 2017 at 10.00 

The Upper Deck, ZVYC 
 

The 2017 Alfred Rowing Club Annual General Meeting was advertised to members by email more 
than 21 days weeks before its due date.  It was attended by the Vice-Commodore, at least two 

committee members and more than five club members in total, and was therefore deemed valid in 
terms of the Alfred Rowing Club Constitution.  The Minutes of the meeting follow.   

 

 Item Action 

1 WELCOME 
Andrew Adler welcomed all present and the meeting started at 10:10. 
 

 

2 ATTENDANCE 
Members were asked to complete an attendance register.  Those who registered 
are listed in the attachment at the end of the Minutes (Annexure 1).   
The meeting was chaired by the outgoing Vice Commodore, Andrew Adler.   
 

  

3 APOLOGIES 
Brian Christie, Gavin Kirk, Guy Biscoe, Nigel Brown 

 

 

4 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE LAST AGM  
The minutes of the last AGM (15 May 2016) were approved without amendment 
(MV proposed, RM seconded). 
 

 

5 VICE COMMODORE’S REPORT 
Andrew Adler presented his annual report, which has been copied below: 

 
The 2016-2017 season has just ended, with rowing becoming an ever larger 

presence at ZYC. 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
Our membership has increased, plus we had the successful experiment with PGRC 

rowing out of the Alfred's shed. This has already translated into some new members 
for ZYC. I hope that this will continue to develop. Furthermore, the UWC rowing club 
will be rowing out of Alfred's under the watchful eyes of two of our senior oarsmen, 

Duncan Hagar and George O'Neill.  
 

FINANCES 
Our finances were healthy enough at the beginning of the season, but because the 
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awaited LOTO money never arrived and there were no fund raising events, we're 
getting to the bottom of the barrel. Luckily for us, we have Brian Christie as 

treasurer, who governs our funds with calm insight. 
 

EQUIPMENT  
We did acquire 4 sets of sculling oars, taking advantage of a good exchange rate to 
snap up the last C2s available. Otherwise, Dane Cherry and Richard Moolenschot did 

an admirable job of putting our boats and oars back into shape. 
 

Tweet Brummer organized new kit for us, so that we are ready for all new members! 
 

At the last draw-down we did a massive reed cleaning in the cut which had grown to 
such a point that barely a single could get through. That should be repeated this 

year. 
 

REGATTAS  
Regattas were a bit thin this year, but so was the participation as we had oarsmen 

training for an international event, injuries and other obligations. None the less, our 
results were admirable. 

 
Brian Christie and Mike Scott trained very hard and won a silver medal in the men's 

4x with world class times. Brian also got a bronze in the mixed doubles.  
 

Our small squad had big results at the SA National Championships in East London. 
Our Masters, men and women and Seniors, got an array of gold, silver and bronze 

medals. Everyone came back with some bling! 
 

Unfortunately the WC Champs was cancelled due to low water levels at Elgin. 
Whereas, Zeekoevlei had enough.  Unfortunately, WCR seems to have an aversion 

to Zeekoevlei. I would like to see this change!  
 

GRASSY PARK 
GPRC is the success story of this season, having been voted the number 1 club in 
South Africa. Their coaches, Pier du Plessis, Duncan Hagar, along with Thaakir 

Sulayman, who has been helping them in his Gap Year, did an astounding job, along 
with Jacques du Plessis, who secured a major grant for them, they have in 3 short 

years become the face of development rowing in SA, and are a force to reckon with. 
Continuing our sponsor program of Grassy Park students, I am nominating Thaakir 

to be sponsored by Alfred's this coming season. Bravo for your fine accomplishments 
GPRC. Continue to build on that! 

 
CONCLUSION  

Although the ZYC committee must have been thoroughly bored with my three 
questions at the beginning of each meeting (concerning dredging, MTN and LOTO), 
the appreciation for our beautiful facility, and the growing communication between 
rowing and sailing, is flourishing. Also, a very important point was finally resolved 

and the big, bad, hard drums will be replaced with soft buoys in Big Bay.  
Hopefully the dredging, which is a project in the City's books for next year, will 

actually happen as we could row and sail all year around! 
I am sure that the new committee will take the elan of what has been established 

and will bring their own, new visions to fruition. 
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6 TREASURER’S REPORT  
The Treasurer, Brian Christie, was not able to attend the meeting.  He did however 
submit a report, which was read out by Andrew Adler as follows: 
 
The club reported a net cash outflow of R57 680 for the year to February 2017. This 
despite a Lotto payment via ZYC of R20 000. The main reason for this was that the 
club purchased equipment to the value of R126 500, namely:  

 Second instalment for Rock Girl – we are unlikely to pay the third instalment 
of R20 000.  

 Purchase of an Empacher double from Roodeplaat  

 Purchase of a wooden Stampfli four from John Waugh  

 Purchase of four sets of sculling blades for Rock Girl  
 
Included in the year-end cash figure is an amount of R10 634 which we are holding 
on behalf of Grassy Park to assist with their regatta costs. The major portion of this 
was donated very kindly by Peter Baird. To date GP have not had to draw on this, 
but it is good for them to know that it is there.  
 
This year’s figures show that the club is able to tick along on income from the 
Equipment Levy, the Regatta fees levy, and small handouts of Lotto money from 
ZYC. Should the club wish to undertake a major project, it will have to do some 
inventive fund raising. It is not fair to rely on the generosity of a few members. I 
have commenced a dialogue with the ZYC auditors to see if we can arrange an audit 
for the past three financial years, which is the major factor preventing us from 
making an application to Lotto that is separate from that of ZYC. 
 
A copy of the Club’s Cash Statement for the year ending 28 February 2017 is 
provided at the end of the Minutes (Annexure 2). 
 
Richard Moolenschot responded to the Treasurer’s report with the comment that 
the club is in a fairly weak financial state.  Maintenance of boats is vitally important 
or the club will regress.  Andrew Adler agreed with him, noting that Rock Girl also 
still needed to be made usable.  
 
In response to a query, Andrew also noted that Spirit of Henley has been sold to 
Fabien Jean. 

 

7 ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 
The following new office bearers were nominated at the meeting, and unanimously 
elected by club members: 

 Vice-Commodore – Martin Vanlierde [nominated by Andrew Adler and 
seconded by Liesl Jobson].  He takes the place of Andrew Adler; 

 Club Captain – Jaco Myburgh [nominated by Tommy Brummer and 
seconded by Martin Vanlierde].  He takes the place of Gavin Kirk; 

 Vice-Captain – Lionel de Nicola [nominated by Liesl Jobson and seconded 
by Andrew Adler].  He takes the place of Tommy Brummer; 

 Ladies Captain – Liesl Jobson [nominated by Martin Vanlierde and 
seconded by Liz Day].  She takes the place of Julia Du Toit; 

 Training – George O’Neill [nominated by Andrew Adler and seconded by 
Lionel de Nicola].  He takes the place of Guy Biscoe; 

 Coastal Representative – Tommy Brummer [nominated by Jaco Myburgh 
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and seconded by Dane Cherry].  He takes the place of Liesl Jobson. 
 
The committee members listed below indicated they were happy to remain in 
office for a further year, and since there were no competing nominations, their 
positions remain unchanged:  

 Treasurer - Brian Christie; 

 Boat Master - Richard Moolenschot; 

 Assistant Boat Master – Dane Cherry; 

 Secretary - Liz Day. 
 
Andrew Adler thanked the outgoing committee members for their efforts and 
welcomed the new committee. 
 

8 GENERAL 
The meeting was then opened for general discussion and comments, as follows: 

 Sub-committees:  Andrew Adler noted that a number of sub-committees had 
been proposed at the Athlete’s meeting in late 2016, but that none of them had 
ever really got started.  A fundraising sub-committee is needed.  He himself 
would continue to work on the Development portfolio.  Tommy Brummer and 
Liz Day had engaged in some discussion / research around the vlei dredging 
proposal and this needed to continue.  Members of other sub-committees were 
asked to become more active; 

 UWC liaison: Richard Moolenschot commented on the Vice-Commodore’s 
report that UWC would be rowing from Alfred’s, noting that this would put 
more strain on the club’s limited boat resources.  Andrew Adler replied that 
only sweep boats would be used by UWC.  George O’Neill further added that 
the UWC club hoped to develop its own fleet soon, but needed to be an active 
club for two years before being eligible for UWC club funding.  The two year 
period would end in October 2017.  He also noted that UWC members could 
potentially develop into full ARC members in time, and would thus eventually 
add to ARC membership.   
Richard Moolenschot said that UWC could use the club’s sweep oars.  He noted 
however that the inclusion of UWC at Alfred’s meant that the planned 
extension of the shed was more urgent than ever; 

 Melck Run: In response to a question as to the timing / details of the Melck 
Run, Liesl Jobson explained that it would now be called the Berg River Long 
Row, and would take place over the weekend of the 16-18th June.  Tommy 
Brummer added that the race would start at Arthur Melck’s farm and end at 
the coast.  The race is not a serious one and is open to anyone including 
schools.  The organising parties (at Cape Coastal Rowing) would provide further 
details soon; 

 Regattas at Zeekoevlei: George O’Neill queried why so few rowing regattas 
were held at the vlei.  Concerns about water quality and the south easter may 
play a role.  It was however generally agreed that there should be more 
regattas at Zeekoevlei, with Martin Vanlierde suggesting an annual vlei regatta 
and Richard Moolenschot recommending additional monthly short sprint 
regattas.  Ron Keytel suggested that Kathryn (ZYC manager) should be 
consulted early as to dates that would work with the sailing calendar.   
Josh White further suggested that the matter of using Zeekoevlei for more 
regattas should be raised at the Western Cape Rowing AGM on 24 May; 

 Liaison with other rowing clubs using ZYC: Martin Vanlierde suggested that 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 5 

 

other rowing clubs need to attend the ZYC Annual General Meetings and 
potentially sit on the ZYC committee.  At present a single Alfred’s 
representative sits on the latter.  He noted that there was a lot of scope for 
collaboration between the various rowing clubs (ARC, SACS, Bishops, GPRC) 
which now make up a substantial part of the ZYC membership group.  Andrew 
Adler agreed, saying that ARC and ZYC now enjoyed a positive relationship but 
that the school clubs had little connection with the club.  MV agreed to pursue 
this issue. 

 The meeting closed at 12.10  
 

LD 06/06/2017 
 
 
 
 

ANNEXURE 1: ATTENDANCE REGISTER 
 
Andrew Adler 
Ron Keytel 
Richard Moolenschot 
Judy Moolenschot 
Julia du Toit 
Tommy Brummer 
Jaco Myburgh 
Martin Vanlierde 
Philippa Vanlierde 
Lionel de Nicola 
Tom White 
Joshua White 
Duncan Hager 
Dane Cherry 
George O’Neil 
Liesl Jobson 
Liz Day 
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ANNEXURE 2: CASH STATEMENT 
 

 


